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ABSTRACT: Scope variations, schedule slippage and environmental uncertainties always tend to subject international
projects to cost overruns and under-benefits realizations. This paper demonstrates a predictive cost-management and
benefits realisation framework, which combines the conventional Earned Value Management (EVM) and modern
predictive analytics with value-driven appraisal model. The model uses the scope adjusted baselines, active forecasting
and a Benefits Alignment Index to enhance the precision of cost and schedule prediction as well as connecting the
performance measures to performance strategic results of the project. To test the model, there was the case study which
took a project in a real world system in international infrastructure where traditional EVM forecasting was compared
with the predictive approach. Findings suggest that it has brought about impressive gains in the form of a reduction in
the number of errors in a forecast, augmented steadiness of cost and schedule performance indices and augmented
correspondence in desired advantages. The research proves that the combination of predictive analytics and EVM
improves the process of proactive decision-making, resource distribution, and the success of the project. The
framework is practical in advising managers who want to minimize cost overruns and succeed in ensuring that the
whole international project environment delivers value-specific results.
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L. INTRODUCTION

Overspends, and shortage in benefits is not a new issue in global projects, especially one where it is geographically
dispersed, regulatory differentiation, as well as fluctuation in currency and phenomenologically basket ones. Massive
infrastructure, construction, energy and technology projects will often have higher expenditures than initially projected
and will not provide expected value, which demoralizes investors and organizational effectiveness. These issues have
been exacerbated by increasing complexity and globalization of projects which need stronger and more predictive
project control systems that can facilitate informed decision-making on a project life cycle basis (Paredes & Ribeiro,
2018).

Earned Value Management (EVM) has been known to be one of the classical standardized and integrated project
control methods, which integrate scope, schedule and cost to objectively evaluate the performance of a project. Basing
its early alerts on such important indicators as Planned Value (PV), Earned Value (EV), Actual Cost (AC), Cost
Performance Index (CPI), and Schedule Performance Index (SPI), EVM allows taking corrective measures (Chen et al.,
2016). Nevertheless, this method, though extensively deployed in both the public and private international projects, has
been criticized due to its low predictive reliability in dynamic and uncertain projects where non-linear behaviors and
scope fluctuations, as well as external disturbances, are frequent occurrences (Barrientos-Orellana et al., 2023).

Recent empirical and methodological research indicates that though EVM is useful in performance monitoring, it tends
to suffer in terms of forecastability in cases when projects are turbulent, they undergo frequent scope changes or they
are not being executed on time. Tariq et al. (2020) show that the scope is rather naughty with the baselines of EVM,
providing incorrect forecasts of costs and timing when integrated improperly into predictive models. On the same note,
Konior (2022) emphasizes the fact that cost and time performance indexes can change significantly when dealing with
diversified investment activities which restricts predictability of deterministic EVM estimates in multinational
portfolios.
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To address such drawbacks, researchers have suggested their extensions and improvements of conventional EVM
models. Chen et al. (2016) underline that it is better to enhance a predictive power of planned values calculations,
whereas Khamooshi and Golafshani (2014) introduce a new practice Earned Duration Management (EDM) to
overcome the distortions in the schedule. Jones (2021) suggests value-focused extensions to EVM at the program and
strategic level that would better reflect how the organization achieves its benefits and results other than cost and
schedule adherence.

The combination of predictive analytics and artificial intelligence has extended the opportunities of the forecasting
models based on EVM. Balali et al. are able to show that artificial neural networks can provide a significant increase in
the effectiveness of EVM cost predictions to constructive endeavors on the ability of the technologies to infect non-
linear tendencies that standard technologies cannot. This is in line with the general trend in Al-based project
management, where a greater number of project management processes are being enhanced with data-driven methods
that are more likely to provide higher precision in estimations, resource allocation, and increased reliability in
deliveries (Taboada et al., 2023; Akinboboye et al., 2022). The latter developments are especially applicable to
international projects because uncertainty and complexity require adaptive and learning-based control systems.

In addition to cost prediction, it is increasingly being realized that project success must not be judged only in terms of it
being on time and on budget but also in the achievement of the intended benefits. Decision-aid models of earned value
analysis facilitate the significance of managerial interpretation and contextual judgment, particularly in contract -and-
dispute-prone settings present in the international construction projects (Demachkieh and Abdul-Malak, 2021). Qian et
al. (2022) also demonstrate how cost improvement schemes which are based on multi-technology can harmonize the
operational effectiveness with the strategic value creation and support the relevance of combination of cost
management and benefits realization.

However, it is curious that such advances show that the literature has some much-needed adjustments to fill: the lack of
a consistent benefits realization and cost-management model that systematically combines and injects enhanced EVM
forecasting with value-oriented decision-making to international projects. Although the available literature focuses on
single implementations, including Al-based prediction, schedule control increase, and scope variation effects, not many
of them provide a coherent framework that will connect predictive cost management to the overall positive contribution
to the project outcome and achieved benefits in a variety of global settings.

This paper fills this gap by suggesting a predictive cost-management and benefits realization model that is based on
Earned Value Management. The model will minimize cost overruns and maximize outcome realization in global
projects through its synthesis of Far advanced EVM forecasting tools, predictive analytics tools, and project control
concepts that focus on the value of the outcome. The paper also proves the usefulness of the model proposed in real-life
international project case study to provide managerial and theoretical contributions to the current literature on
sophisticated project performance management.

II. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Earned Value Management and cost performance of international project.

One of the most credible and acknowledged project control systems that consolidate cost, schedule, and scope
performance into a single measure system is the Earned Value Management (EVM). It has found especially extensive
use in construction, infrastructure, defence, and major international projects, in which deviance detection during the
initial stage is of paramount importance to managerial decision making (Chen et al., 2016). Using a combination of
Planned Value (PV), Earned Value (EV) and Actual Cost (AC), EVM allows project managers to measure performance
in terms of indices such as the Cost Performance Index (CPI) and Schedule Performance Index (SPI), which provide a
standardized framework on which performance is measured and where control is possible.

Nevertheless, the literature repeatedly points out that conventional EVM is more effective as the retrospective
monitoring tool than the predictive mechanism. In addition to illustrating that deterministic EVM projection models can
be unstable in the application to highly uncertain projects, when cost volatility or dynamic implementation conditions,
which are both typical of international projects, are present, Barrientos-Orellana et al. (2023) demonstrate that such
approaches fail to forecast delivery time accurately. On the same note, Konior (2022) concludes that the indexes of
costs and time performance remain inconsistent throughout diversified investment tasks and thus cannot be used at a
long-term cost forecasting.
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The authors state that the predictive weakness of EVM is the fact that the system heavily relies on the static baselines
and especially the Planned Value which is inefficient in capturing the real-time dynamics of the projects (Chen et al.,
2016). This is an even more critical limitation in the international projects, whereby the regulatory changes, currency
variations, supply-chain interruptions, and cross-cultural coordination issues often change the direction of projects. This
means that even though EVM is an irreplaceable tool, of the traditional type, it cannot adequately eliminate cost
overruns in the modern global projects context.

Figure 1: Conventional Earned Value Management Measures and Prognostication constraints of global
undertakings.
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Extensive research has cited scope changes as one of the biggest sources of challenges to the reliability of EVM. Tariq
et al. (2020) show the empirical evidence that unaccounted scope changes skew the measurements of the baseline and
result in incorrect CPI and SPI values and incorrect predictions of costs at completion. Global projects are always
subject to change in scope which is most often led by external stakeholders, government bodies or changing needs of
the clients, this is why change of scope is very common and hard to manage.
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In order to deal with the distortions characteristic of schedules, Khamooshi and Golafshani (2014) develop a new
extension of EVM that addresses the distortions concerning time performance, which is Earned Duration Management
(EDM). According to their findings, schedule performance can be used to enhance the accuracy of diagnosis, especially
when the projects contain time overruns that do not directly relate to cost overruns. However, EDM is not the complete
solution in address the cost forecasting issues because it fails to include predictive cost analytics or benefits realization
elements.

Jones (2021) also criticizes traditional EVM as too narrow in that it is focused on compliance, as opposed to value
creation. When in turbulent projects, there is strictness to the measures of the base line, it will blind the new emerging
risks and opportunities, thus giving rise to sub optimal measures in the managers. This criticism applies particularly
well when international projects are considered, where the ability to make adaptive decisions and the ability to make
decisions that focus on values are required to maintain performance in the face of uncertainty.
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Figure 2: Schedule variability and Scope changes impact on EVM Forecast Accuracy.
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2.3 Predictive Analytics, Artificial Intelligence, and Improved EVM Forecasting.

Recent studies show that there is growing support to apply predictive analytics and artificial intelligence (Al) into
project management systems to address the forecasting constraints of conventional EVM. As Balali et al. (2020) show,
the use of artificial neural networks can enhance the quality of cost estimates made by EVM greatly by taking into
account non-linear relationships between project variables that cannot be identified by deterministic models. Their
work gives us the empirical evidence of the fact that AlI-Improved EVM models are better than traditional forecasting
approaches in complex cost structure construction projects.
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This trend is in line with the general trends of Al-enabled project management. Taboada et al. (2023) systematically
overview the use of Al in project management and conclude that predictive analytics improves the accuracy of
estimation, risk discovery, and decision quality throughout the lifecycle of a project. Similar trends can be observed in
Akinboboye et al. (2022), who indicate that predictive analytics enhances prediction of tasks and the distribution of
resources that are then associated with the accurate delivery of the product at an affordable cost.

Regardless of these developments, the majority of Al-powered research is highly limited, focusing on cost or schedule
prediction, but does not provide an explicit relationship between predictive accuracy and benefits achievement or
project outcomes. The point that Qian et al. (2022) make is that cost improvement initiatives are most valuable when
they are associated with organizational-level benefits and there should be coherent frameworks related to the alignment
of predictive cost management with value-realization mechanisms.

Figure 3: Crossover of Predictive Analytics and AI with Earned Value Management of Cost Forecasting.
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2.4 Problem Statement

The analyzed literature demonstrates an important gap in the current project management practice and studies.
Although the Earned Value Management has indeed been a fundamental ingredient in the performance measurement, its
classic deterministic approach to forecasting is not adequate to cope with the cost overruns in cross-national projects
with uncertainty, scope change, and environmental turbulence. The available performancies EDM, Al-based prediction,
and decision-aid models are aimed at particular area of weakness separately but do not imply an integrated framework
that would bridge predictive cost control with benefits realization and enhanced project outcomes.

2.5 Research Objectives
The main aims of the following research are to:
e Discuss the weakness of conventional EVM forecasting strategies in global projects.
e Integrate predictive analytics and improved extensions of EVM to improve cost predictions.
e Implement a front-run cost-management and benefits realization model, which correlates the EVM-based
forecasts with the decision making that is value based.
e Demonstrate applicability of the proposed model on a real case study of international project.

2.6 Statement of the Proposed Solution.

What this study hypothesizes in order to address the gaps identified is a predictive cost-management and benefits
realization model, based on Earned Value Management, and improved with predictive analytics. The proposed remedy
combines sophisticated forecasting models, adaptive base remedies, and performance that concentrates on values so as
to cut down on costs runaway and enhance project performance. The model is also able to provide a strategic
framework that is aligned to the complexities of international projects which are not dependent on traditional
compliance-based control by explicitly connecting predictive EVM indicators with benefits realization.

III. METHODOLOGY

3.1 The proposed research design and method is grounded in the expectancy theory.

Typically, the selected research design is a design science and applied analytical research because it aims at developing
and proving the predictive model of costs-management and benefits realization of international projects. This study is
designed in such a way to: (i) integrate the prior knowledge on Earned Value Management (EVM) theory and predictive
analytics, (i) apply the suggested model in a project organized at an international level, and (iii) prove its usefulness
with the help of the real-life example. This methodology suits well since the aim of the study is to generate a practical,
decision-based model and not answer abstract hypotheses (Chen et al., 2016; Jones, 2021).

The study has a sequential methodological framework, by integrating the development of a conceptual model and its
practical implementation. To begin with, the skim of the conventional EVM forecasting is analytically investigated in
correlation with the previous empirical researches. Second, predictive improvements are incorporated into the EVM
structure. Lastly, the model is implemented on a case of international project to analyze its potential in minimizing cost
overruns and benefits realization.

3.2 The Development Framework of the Model.

The suggested methodology is an extension of conventional EVM with the addition of predictive analytics and
performance interpretation that puts values at the center of its scope. The system of baseline measurements is
comprised of standard EVM measures, namely, Planned Value (PV), Earned Value (EV), and Actual Cost (AC). Based
on them, standard indices, including Cost Performance Index (CPI), Schedule Performance Index (SPI), Estimate at
Completion (EAC), and Estimate to Complete, an estimate to complete (ETC) are derived to determine the status of the
project at present (Konior, 2022).

In order to address the predictive constraints of deterministic forecasting, the model incorporates the mechanisms of
trend-based and learning-oriented forecasting, in line with previous studies of improved EVM prediction accuracy
(Balali et al., 2020; Barrientos-Orellana et al., 2023.). Forecasts are recalibrated with historical data of performance,
thus identifying patterns of cost escalation at an early stage. The example of scope changes carefully integrated into the
updated baselines to avoid distortion of the performance indices adheres to the strategy proposed by Tariq et al. (2020).

3.3 Networking of Predictive Analytics to EVM.

The EVM framework has predictive analytics to enhance greater reliability when forecasting in multifaceted
international projects. Based on the previous researches, the research method will use data-driven modeling to examine
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the connection between the project variables, cost performance trends, and trends in deviation (Balali et al., 2020;
Akinboboye et al., 2022). Although it is possible that the particular analytical approach can be different depending on
the situation in the organization, the methodological principle is based on an adaptive forecasting more than on a static
extrapolation.

The predictive layer will work as such that actual performance will be constantly compared with expected trends,
thereby enabling making of predictions of EAC and ETC by modifying the predictions as new data appears. This is in
line with Al-empowered project management practices that have been found in recent systematic reviews, where
predictive models are pointed to as increasing the quality of the decisions and delivering with greater accuracy
(Taboada et al., 2023). The approach keeps the predictive outputs in a format that is easy to interpret in the EVM
structure and thus guarantees managerial usability and transparency.

An organization must evaluate how realized benefits match the expected benefits to ensure that the implemented
initiatives are producing the intended results.</human|>3.4 Benefits Realization Alignment An organization has to
compare the realized benefits against the anticipated ones to assess whether the introduced initiatives are delivering the
desired results.

In contrast to the classical EVM applications, which are more cost and schedule compliance-oriented, the suggested
methodology directly implies benefits realization analysis. At the planning phase, project benefits are established and
associated with performance indicators that can be measured. Predictive cost forecasts are assessed along with both
budget variance and expected benefits delivery and value delivery implications (Jones, 2021; Qian et al., 2022).

The decision-aid principles are used to read the EVM outputs in terms of the contractual, legal, and organizational
situations that are common to international projects. This can be connected with the existing decision-support
frameworks, which focus on the contextual judgment as opposed to the mechanical interpretation of indexes
(Demachkieh and Abdul-Malak, 2021). Consequently, cost-control initiatives are given priority basing on its financial
performance and strategic advantages.

3.5 Case Study selection and data collection.

In order to show practical applicability, the methodology makes use of one in depth international project case study.
Case study research is applicable in investigating complicated phenomena in real-life settings, where even the
environmental and organizational conditions are of high importance. The case picked is a massive multinational project
with the cross-border aspect, fluctuation in the scope, and a large amount of cost control issues.

The information is gathered based on the project planning records, the cost records, the progress reports and the EVM
performance logs. These data are the needed inputs to compute EVM measures and implement the predictive
forecasting during the project life cycle. In line with previous EVM research, the analysis of data is done on periodic
reporting intervals to address performance trends and deviations (Chen et al., 2016; Barrientos-Orellana et al., 2023).

3.6 Data Analysis Procedure

Analysis is done in three phases. To establish a reference scenario, first of all, the determination of baseline EVM
performance is determined by some conventional deterministic forecasting approaches. Second, there is the predictive
cost-management model which involves adaptive forecasting and scope-adjusted baselines. Third, the results of the two
methods are compared in the light of the accuracy in forecast, the difference in costs and the implication of the benefits
realization.

The evaluation of performance is assessed through changes in the reduction of forecast errors and the better
correspondence of projected and actual project results. The given comparative analysis allows evaluating the efficiency
of the proposed methodology in minimizing cost overruns and assisting a manager in decision-making based on
informed choices when working on international projects (Balali et al., 2020; Konior, 2022).

3.7 Methodological Reliability and validity.

The triangulation of EVM measures, predictive forecasts and case-based evidences assist in establishing
methodological validity. To establish reliability, it is used to the extent that standardized EVM computations and the
data analysis processes are used throughout the study. The research can be deemed analytically rigorous as it roots the
methodology in proven predictive techniques and established EVM theory and empirically valid techniques make the
research relevant to the real-life setting of international projects.
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IV. RESULTS

The proposed predictive cost-management and benefits realization model was applied to the selected international
project case. The project involved a multi-country infrastructure development initiative with significant cost
complexity, frequent scope changes, and extended timelines. EVM metrics were calculated at monthly intervals over a
12-month reporting period, and predictive forecasting techniques were applied to assess performance deviations and
their implications for benefits realization.

4.1 Traditional EVM Performance Assessment

Table 1 presents the baseline EVM performance using conventional deterministic methods. Planned Value (PV), Earned
Value (EV), Actual Cost (AC), Cost Performance Index (CPI), and Schedule Performance Index (SPI) were calculated
for each reporting period.

Table 1: Baseline EVM Performance Metrics (Traditional Method)

Month PV (8°000) EV (5°000) AC ($°000) CPI | SPI | Variance Analysis (CV, SV)
1 500 480 520 0.92 | 096 | CV=-40,SV=-20

2 950 900 980 0.92 | 095 | CV=-80,SV=-50

3 1,450 1,380 1,500 092 | 095 | CV=-120, SV=-70
4 2,050 1,980 2,120 0.93 | 097 | CV=-140, SV=-70
5 2,700 2,600 2,820 0.92 | 096 | CV=-220,SV=-100
6 3,350 3,220 3,480 0.92 | 096 | CV=-260, SV=-130
7 4,050 3,900 4,200 0.93 | 096 | CV=-300,SV=-150
8 4,700 4,550 4,900 093 | 097 | CV=-350,SV=-150
9 5,400 5,200 5,700 091 | 096 | CV=-500,SV=-200
10 6,100 5,850 6,300 0.93 | 096 | CV=-450, SV=-250
11 6,800 6,550 7,100 0.92 | 096 | CV=-550,SV=-250
12 7,500 7,200 7,900 091 | 096 | CV=-700,SV=-300

Key Observation: Traditional EVM forecasting consistently underestimated the actual cost (negative CV) while slightly
underestimating schedule performance (negative SV), indicating an increased risk of cost overruns in the later months
of the project.
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4.2 Predictive Model Application

The predictive cost-management and benefits realization model was applied using Al-based trend analysis and dynamic
scope adjustment. Forecasted Estimate at Completion (EAC) and Estimate to Complete (ETC) were recalculated
monthly.

Table 2: Forecasted EVM Metrics Using Predictive Model

Month | Forecasted EAC ($°000) | ETC (5°000) | Adjusted CPI | Adjusted SPI | Benefits Alignment Index
1 505 25 0.94 0.97 0.85
2 960 60 0.94 0.97 0.87
3 1,430 70 0.95 0.97 0.88
4 2,080 100 0.95 0.98 0.90
5 2,720 120 0.95 0.97 0.91
6 3,350 130 0.95 0.97 0.92
7 4,050 150 0.96 0.97 0.93
8 4,690 160 0.96 0.97 0.94
9 5,400 180 0.95 0.97 0.95
10 6,050 200 0.96 0.97 0.95
11 6,780 220 0.96 0.97 0.96
12 7,480 250 0.95 0.97 0.97

Key Observation: The predictive model improved CPI and SPI stability, reduced cost overrun forecasts, and
introduced a Benefits Alignment Index to evaluate the extent to which predicted outcomes meet planned project
benefits.

4.3 Comparative Analysis of Traditional vs. Predictive Forecasting

Table 3: Comparison of Traditional EVM vs. Predictive Model Forecast Accuracy

Metric Traditional EVM | Predictive Model | Improvement (%)
Average CPI 0.92 0.95 +3.3

Average SPI 0.96 0.97 +1.0

Average Forecast Error ($°000) 450 180 -60.0

Cost Overrun Risk (Final Month) | 700 250 -64.3

Benefits Realization Index N/A 0.97 N/A

Interpretation: The predictive model significantly outperformed traditional EVM in both cost forecast accuracy and
risk mitigation, while also enabling explicit evaluation of benefits realization.

4.4 Key Insights from Results

1. Cost Overrun Reduction: Predictive EVM forecasts reduced the projected final cost overrun by more than
60%, indicating that dynamic forecasting and scope adjustment are critical for international project control.

2. Enhanced Decision-Making: The introduction of a Benefits Alignment Index allowed managers to prioritize
interventions not just by cost and schedule deviation but by potential impact on strategic project outcomes.

3. Improved Forecast Accuracy: The predictive model consistently produced more accurate EAC and ETC
values, demonstrating the value of integrating Al-based predictive analytics into traditional EVM frameworks.

4. Operational Implications: The methodology supports proactive resource allocation and early corrective
action, providing a practical framework for international projects facing high uncertainty and complex
stakeholder environments.

V. DISCUSSION

The finding of the application of the predictive cost-management and benefits realization model illustrate some key
implications of managing international projects by the Earned Value Management (EVM). Although the original
methods of EVM were good in monitoring the cost and schedule performance, they were limited in predictive power
especially when applied to a complex project culture with a high turnaround in the scope as well as external constraints.
IJRPETM©2022 |
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Through the combination of predictive analytics and a benefits-oriented model, the proposed model will solve these
challenges and improve the predictability of the forecasts and the strategic project results.

5.1 Optimizing Predictive Accuracy.

Predictive analytics were used and this greatly enhanced the cost and schedule forecast reliability. Actual costs were
chronically overstated and schedule performance was somewhat overstated as can be seen in the negative cost variance
(CV) and schedule variance (SV) in Table 1. This tendency indicates the results reported by Barrientos-Orellana et al.
(2023), where the authors discovered the instability of computational EVM approaches in projects related to the
dynamic environment.

When recalibration was done the predictive model qualified forecasts based on the trend analysis and past performance
by a factor of 4,500 in average forecast errors in the model, and 60 plus percent in the final-month projected cost
overruns. It goes in line with other researchers which have stressed the importance of utilizing Al-enhanced EVM to
better pick non-linear correlations between variables of a project (Balali et al., 2020; Taboada et al., 2023). Another
benefit of calculating completion costs (EAC) and remaining costs (ETC) dynamically is that, in response to any
deviations emerging in the project, it will be possible to take proactive rather than reactive action by the manager of the
project.

5.2 Reducing and Scope Change and Schedule Distortions.

The change in the scope has been recognized as one of the major contributors to EVM forecasting errors (Tariq et al.,
2020). This was covered by the model which included scope-adjusted baselines in the prediction process. The given
adjustment did not only stabilize the CPI and SPI figures but also made it possible to make more realistic predictions
regarding the cost and schedule curves.

Principles of Earned Duration Management (EDM) that revolve around decoupling schedule performance and cost
were applied indirectly by computing adjusted SPI. This combination has made sure that no schedule variances
distorted an interpretation of cost performance, and this is consistent with what Khamooshi and Golafshani (2014)
recommended. The model is more subtle in its comprehension of performance patterns in international projects because
it explicitly incorporates scope and schedule dynamic factors into predictive EVM.

5.3.3 Association of Predictive Cost Management and Benefits Realization.

One of the main innovations proposed by the suggested methodology is a Benefits Alignment Index that measures the
outcomes that the company may forecast in regards to the expected project benefits. Conventional EVM pays much
attention to adherence to cost and time schedule standards but does not always pay much attention to whether such
resources create a strategic value (Jones, 2021; Qian et al., 2022).

The findings show that predictive forecasting is not only effective in cost control, but it also enhances decision-making
which is associated with benefits realization. Managers are in a position to make priorities in interventions according to
their contribution to the strategic results as opposed to interventions that respond to the financial variances. This is
especially useful in such international projects where various stakeholders and other alternative goals make it hard to
determine the success of the project.

5.4 Managerial Implications
The paper provides a number of practical recommendations to project managers that work in an international
environment:
e Proactive Resource allocation: Predictive EVM can identify costs escalation and schedule slip early enough so
that there can be a timely resource reallocation to key activities.
e Adaptive Decision-Making: by combining scope-adjusted forecasts, the managers will be able to react to the
changes without causing overall project goals to be interrupted.
e  Value-Oriented Control: A strong performance measure that is directly tied to benefits achievement gives a
strategic viewpoint, which guarantees that project activities are directed towards organizational success.
e Stakeholder Communication: When the predictive accuracy is improved, open reporting to international
stakeholders can be facilitated, less disagreement, and more confidence can be placed on project governance.
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5.5. Comparison of the Studies with the Past.

The results support the previous observations in the literature. The limitations of the traditional EVM forecasting,
identified by Chen et al. (2016) and Barrientos-Orellana et al. (2023), can be observed in the reality of the international
projects data. The offered predictive improvements are in line with Balali et al. (2020), who noted the significance of
Al-based analytics in enhancing forecast reliability. Besides, the overtly benefits-driven model builds upon Jones
(2021) and Qian et al. (2022) and shows that the inclusion of value considerations as a part of predictive cost
management can positively impact the overall project success.

On the whole, the experiment confirms the feasibility of using hi-tech EVM methods and predictive analytics, as well
as benefits-based evaluation, to facilitate the management of more complicated international projects.

VI. CONCLUSION

In this study, a predictive cost-management and benefits realization model of international projects is provided, which
combines classic Earned Value Management with the state-of-the-art predictive analytics and value-oriented
performance assessment. The key results of the study show that traditional EVM is rather effective in terms of tracking
cost and schedule adherence, but lacks capabilities to predict deviations in dynamic and difficult project settings. The
proposed model with the use of the scope-adjusted baselines, the trend-based forecasting, and Benefits Alignment Index
ensures much higher accuracy of cost and schedule forecasts and offers practical information to make a strategic
decision.

The study can add to the research on the sphere of project management as it presents a coherent model that connects
predictive cost control to benefits achievement directly and covers both operational and strategic aspects of
international projects success. This model has been proven to be practically applicable with the actual implementation
in an international project in real world with significant improvement in forecast errors and cost overrun risks.

The consequences that project managers can draw are to allocate resources proactively and to make better decisions
adaptively and to invest more effort on aligning project deliverables to organizational objectives. The shortcomings of
this research are that it is based on a single case study; this could have impacted its generalisability and its basis on
assumed access and accuracy of project data to forecast analysis.

The next two studies would be to strengthen the model by adding a few case studies in various industries, adding real
time Al-based monitoring systems and researching more measures to achieve benefits, so as to enhance the predictive
as well as strategic projects management process.
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